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was to fulfil the solemn injunctions of his Divine
Master, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature." And as Bishop Heber
probably considered that he possessed far higher oppor-
tunities for the accomplishment of this glorious end
than perhaps any other man has enjoyed since the days
of the Apostles, so we at home feel our brightest hopes
kindle under the inspiration of such an example.
Without much exaggeration, we may be said to follow
his footsteps with almost as much confidence in his
truth as we should to those of an angel sent to ad-
minister peace on earth, and good-will towards men.
Every thing which he touches partakes of the brilliant
colouring of his own glowing but well-regulated
imagination; and, what is still more important and
useful, everything he says is modified into practical
application by the business-like sagacity of his most
ordinary reflections upon what he describes. At the
same time, the heartiest and most devout zeal may be
traced in every line he writes; and as there never occurs
anything wild or over-enthusiastic, we go along with
him cheerfully and unreservedly, and travel in his
company not only without fatigue, but with perpetual
and varying delight in the companionship. Thus,
step by step, we are taught to take a new and unexpected
interest in things from which heretofore we have often
turned with indifference or distaste.

It certainly is very fortunate that we possess Bishop
Heber's journal, fresh and entire as it was written
on the spot; for had the press been corrected by himself,
though we might have obtained something very good,
we should hardly have been allowed to peruse the
unpremeditated expression of those sentiments and
opinions which appear to have crowded to the surface
in the unbounded fulness of his topic. Many of
these must have been irretrievably chilled by the sober
touch of subsequent reflection.
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